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Some people believe that rap music has had considerable influence on
children and teenagers, most of which has been negative. They claim that
the lyrics are often violent and especially insulting to women. Thus, they say
rap has contributed to aggression among young people and to behavior that
disrespects women.

But is that a valid claim? Supporters of rap music say the songs
demonstrate a different face of American culture than the one we usually
see on television or in newspapers. They think it's important for rappers'
voices to be heard. Other people argue that some individuals who listen to
rap were probably violent before ever hearing this type of music. Still others
say that rap is a form of creative expression -- this generation's poetry. They
point to rap artists who create positive images for today's youth.

However, some parents are worried about the messages conveyed by
rap music and asked the music industry to label CDs with a warning. Many
rap music fans consider this a form of artistic censorship because certain
people get to decide what others are allowed to hear.

Do you think that listening to rap leads to aggression? Should we have
rules to prevent rap artists from talking about violence, especially violence
against women? Is there sufficient evidence, in your experience, to support
the claim that rap has a negative impact on youth?
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When you argue your position, be sure to provide reasons and evidence to back up
your opinion. Also, feel free to take your own position if you don't agree with one of
these four.

Rap songs that promote violence,
especially against women, should
not be sold to minors because
they set a bad example.

Freedom of speech is an
important American right, so rap
lyrics should never be censored,
no matter what they say.

Rap artists should take some
responsibility for setting a good
example for young people, and
promoting violence does not
set a good example, but it is
ultimately their choice to write
about whatever they want.

Rap music is an important form
of creative expression, and kids
are smart enough to be critical
of bad messages and make
responsible decisions about how
to behave toward each other.
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Week 5

Name: Date:

Does rap music have a negative impact on youth?

Support your position with clear reasons and specific examples. Try to use relevant words
from the Word Generation list in your response.

considerable 2> contribute demonstrate sufficient .» valid
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